Peter Greer Elementary School
10300 Sherman Drive
Lake Country, B.C. V4V 1Y8
Phone: 250-870-5129
Principal: Mr. J. Minkus
Vice Principal: Mr. J. Sanbrooks

February/March 2020

MESSAGE FROM YOUR ADMIN TEAM
It’s hard to believe it’s February! Time sure flies when you’re having fun. Seeing as though March is a short
month, we will combine the February and March newsletters. The weeks since our holiday break have translated
into a month of hard work and focused attention on the redesigned curriculum. Our accomplishments to date
have been outstanding. As we diligently work through the second term, we can all feel confident that January has
provided us with many academic
e s, and milestones surpassed. There were many other things going on
at PGE worth noting.
On January 8, we welcomed four UBCO Teacher Candidates (formerly student teachers) to PGE. Welcome
Kelsi Brown, Mackenzie Biender, and Kiah Wallace. Thank you to Candidate Mentor Teachers Robyn Cassan,
Ayla Fowler and Amy Winford.
On January 14, our Grade 2 and 3 Indigenous students and Indigenous Advocates Mrs. Lavigne and Mrs. Rose
participated in the Annual Indigenous Winter gathering, where students learned about the Okanagan People (Syilx),
sang the Okanagan song, and did arts and crafts. This year, our
grade 1/2 teachers had a chance to attend and learn alongside
our Indigenous folks.
On January 16, we were provided with additional funding
to add 0.4 FTE to our support staff. Please welcome teacher
Alan Holt, who will be here on Thursdays and Fridays in the gym
with Mrs. Guthrie.
On January 30, we look forward to our annual visit from
the Kelowna Rockets. A game of floor hockey will be enjoyed and
the players will read to our Primary students. In January, we also
started hosting clubs—Zumba, Art, Beyblades, Chess, and
Breakdancing to name a few. Thank you to all staff and parents
for volunteering your time.
We hope parents will be able to take a bit of time out of
their busy schedules to attend our Parent-Teacher Conferences next week on Thursday and Friday, February 6th
and 7th, 2020. There will be different formats for these days. Some teachers will meet with parents alone,
some will meet with students and parents, some will host in an Open House format, some will use a station
approach, where students will participate with a parent in various activities (i.e. Math stations), and yet others
will have Student-Led Conferences where students share their learning with parents. Regardless of format,
these conferences are a great opportunity to re-connect with your child's teacher, share information between
home and school, update parents on their child’s transition to a new grade, and to set learning goals.
Teachers will communicate their chosen format with you in the near future. It also gives us great pleasure to
see the smiles on parents’ faces when we share our students’ progress with them and their families. If you
have not heard from your child’s teacher about a time for your conference, please contact the school.
Before you know it, it will be March 13th , the last day of school prior to Spring Break. On the Thursday of
this last week, the second term progress reports will be sent home. As indicated above, we have such a short amount
of time in school during the month of March, we will not be publishing an official newsletter. Regular newsletters will
continue in April. When we write again… just think about how much more sunlight we will be enjoying each and every
day!
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH & APRIL

Student Enrollment Begins
ILC and Chan to Sovereign Lake 9:00 am—1:30 pm
Feb 6 & 7
Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Feb 6
Dion Skating (AM)
Feb 11
PAC Meeting 6:30 pm—7:30 pm in the Library
Feb 13
Cultural Performance (Dufflebag Theatre) 8:45 am—9:45 am
PAC Family Valentine’s Dance—5:30 pm—8:00 pm
Feb 14
StrongStart Closed
Feb 17
Family Day: Schools Closed
Feb 19
Harmony Day
Feb 20
Dion Skating (AM)
Feb 21
Staff Professional Development Day: Schools Closed
StrongStart Closed
Feb 24
Grade 6 Tour of Dr. Knox 10:00 am—11:25 am
Feb 25
Dr. Knox Articulation Visit to Mme. Catton 12:25 pm—1:25 pm
Feb 26
Bullying Awareness (Pink Shirt) Day
Feb 27
Welsh & Albrecht—Edison’s Workshop—Energy Can be Transformed
9:45 am—1:15 pm
Parent Info Evening @ Dr. Knox 6:30—7:30 pm
Feb 28
Chan & Caillaud—Edison’s Workshop—Energy Can be Transformed
9:45 am—1:15 pm
Mar 2
Welsh, Albrecht, Dion & Eagleton—FortisBC Energy Presentation 12—2:15 pm
Mar 10
Eagleton, Dion & Catton to Sovereign Lake 9:00 am—1:15 pm
PAC Meeting @ 6:30 pm in the Library
Mar 12
Report Cards Home
StrongStart Closed
Mar 13
Last Day of School Before Spring Vacation
StrongStart Closed
Hold & Secure Drill
Mar 16 to 27 School Closed for Spring Vacation
Mar 30
School Re-open After Spring Vacation
April 9
Class and Group Photos
StrongStart Closed
April 10
Good Friday: Schools Closed
StrongStart Closed

PARENT SESSION – "Helping your child with Stress"
Feb 10, 2020 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Presenter: Dr. Haley Watson
Location: Hollywood Education Centre Room 1 (Gym)
Cost: Free (No registration required)
This workshop will provide you with tools for helping your children deal with stress and anxiety stemming
from things like school, social media, and friendships, as well as tools for managing your own stresses and
pressures as a parent. It will provide an overview of mental health and how to boost self-esteem, independence, and emotional resilience in youth. You will leave with practical strategies for maintaining a connected relationship with your children and helping them cope with the ups and downs of growing up in
today’s world.
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Four Food Chiefs Fiber Mural & Play
Mrs. Chan and Mrs. Welsh's classes started working on a new project that is based primarily on Grade 3
and 4 Social Studies, English language and Sylix First Nations curriculum. Its main goal is to integrate
and deepen the learning and knowledge that the students acquired thus far about the Syilx-Okanagan
people and the Four Food Chiefs. To make their findings and explorations visible, the students will
create tactile metaphors out of wool (felting a large mural and masks) to offer it as a gift to the school
Kindergarten class. For the Syilx people offering a gift symbolizes the ability of an individual to have
acquired the skills to make a gift and the ability to offer it to someone younger because they have
learned the process of making it and will be able to make it again. Accompanied by their teachers, the
IAs, and visual artist Carmen Laferrière, the students will embark on an exploration of the Syilx indigenous people, their evolving
knowledge and practices that
have sustained them culturally and ecologically for
thousands of years. The
students will be using a
variety of hands-on art techniques such as traditional felt
making and natural dyes
made from local indigenous
plants. The project will culminate in a school-wide gallery
of the students works, drumming, and singing and the gifting to the Kindergarten class.
At the end of the project, we
will present a play to the
Kindergarten classes and
families. This will become a
legacy at the school, where
each year the grade 4 classes will present the play using the mural and masks.
This project was chosen because we felt it would be an engaging and enlightening way for the students
to demonstrate their learning and celebrate the diversity and uniqueness of the community of people
we live in. We chose the Four Food Chiefs concept from the Syilx -Okanagan people to make this
project in context by using the above as a guide to further understand the inter-connection of various
hands-on activities including felting, harvesting, natural indigenous plants for dyeing and sewing to
enable the students to establish their own ideas about the artistic component. The students will be
responding to the grade 3/4 Social Studies, Fine Arts, English Language and Indigenous Studies
curriculum big ideas using inquiry processes and skills to ask questions and communicate findings, work
cooperatively, use critical thinking and develop social and personal skills.
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French Immersion
Central Okanagan Public Schools French Immersion program accepts 5 and 6 year old's at the
beginning of their formal schooling. French immersion is intended for non-French speaking
students who wish to develop a high level of proficiency in both official languages. Students
enrolled in French immersion study the same BC curriculum as students in the English-language
program. The major distinction between the English-language program and French Immersion is
that the language of instruction and communication in the immersion component is French. The BC
curriculum is instructed in French from kindergarten to the end of grade 3. French Immersion is a
program that can offer your child: a fun, effective and challenging way to learn French at an early
age, the opportunity to learn the same curriculum as the regular English program, in French; an
opportunity to participate in rich French cultural learning experiences; a bilingual future. Generally
the BC curriculum is instructed in French from kindergarten to the end of grade 3. From grades 4-7,
50-80% of the BC curriculum is taught in French. In Secondary School, from grades 8-10, 50% of
the BC curriculum is taught in French, in grade 11, 25% of the curriculum is taught in French, and in
grade 12, at least 12.5% of the curriculum is taught in French.
If you would like to visit a French Immersion classroom, please email the Vice Principal
at jeremy.sanbrooks@sd23.bc.ca or call the school at 250-870-5129.

Peter Greer Elementary Parent Advisory Council
Email: pge.pac@sd23.bc.ca
Welcome back! We hope you all had a relaxing and warm holiday with your families and friends.
Please note that our next PAC meeting is on Tuesday, January 14, 2020. Your input is important to us,
so we look forward to seeing you there! Child minding and refreshments will be available.
The Executive for the current year is as follows:
President:
Stephanie Lawton
Past President
Susan Medynski
Secretary:
Kristen Dion
Treasurer:
Roslyn Hazen
Members at Large:
Adria Misfeldt, Lindsay Roberts
Fun Lunch Coordinator:
Jen Jones
Volunteer Coordinator:
Roslyn Hazen
COPAC:
Open
BC Fruit & Veggie Program: Carlene Evans
Yearbook:
Caitlin Harper
Noon Hour Activities:
Carlene Evans
Social Media:
David Wylie
Spirit Wear:
Lindsay Roberts
Canadian Parents for French: Open
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We sincerely request that parents consider the following:
It is illegal to:
•

•

•
•
•

Drive through a marked crosswalk when it is occupied by
pedestrians. As you approach a crosswalk, scan both ends
and stop if occupied. Try to make eye contact with the
pedestrian.
Park or stop on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the
approach side of a crosswalk. If you do, you are in
contravention of Traffic Bylaw 98-186. Parking on the
crosswalk forces young children to attempt to cross the road
elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a
vehicle. Obey driving laws and regulations.
Make a U-turn if it interferes with other traffic
Park across the entrance to a driveway or intersection
Park where a curb is painted yellow

Other reminders:
•

The driveway and parking lot in front of the school is closed to all traffic except
staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a handicap pass.

•

Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in the upper level at
the end of the drive-through. Do not stop at the start or middle. NEW: The four
vehicles at the top of the Kiss and Go lane can let their children exit at the
same time as there is a sidewalk along the lane four vehicles deep. This
would help move the line a little faster.

•

Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require continuous
reinforcement both at home and at school. This equipment is not to be used on
school property until after 2:45 pm.

•

A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about during peak
drop off and pick up times and we urge you to use extra caution while driving.

•

Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from
school and not to cut through the parking lot as it is not safe.
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COLD WEATHER PROCEDURES
It is critical that students arrive at school each day prepared for cold weather. Parents should check the local forecast for up to date weather information. Students
must be dressed appropriately so that they remain safe and comfortable during the
following times:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outside playtime before and after school
Lunchtime playtime (11:00 -11:58)
Recess (1:12-1:27)
Fire Drills (at all temperatures)
Bus breakdowns
Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences

We do not have a school or district policy for cold weather procedures. However, the
following guidelines are in place at PGE:
BELOW FREEZING (-1 Celsius to -15)
Students are expected to go outside. Parents should ensure that their child brings
the following items needed to stay warm and comfortable when outside:
Warm Coat
Boots

Gloves/Mittens Head/Ear covering
Waterproof snow pants

-15 to -20 Celsius
Students will be expected to go outside providing the wind is calm and the students
will be able to stay dry. The Environment Canada website (http://
www.weatheroffice.gc.ca) will be used to check weather conditions. The same clothing items as noted above should be worn. If the wind starts to pick up, we will ring
the bell early and allow students to come inside to their classroom, gym, or library for
the remainder of the outside play time.
TEMPERATURE REACHES -20 Celsius
If the temperature reaches minus 20 Celsius, and the grounds are dry and the wind
is calm, students will go outside for 15 minutes. After 15 minutes, the bell will ring to
allow students to come inside to their classroom, gym, or library for the remainder of
the outside play time.
TEMPERATURE REACHES -20 Celsius (with windy conditions)

